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	1.
	COURSE TITLE
	Nation and State-Building in the New Georgia (1985-2012)

	2. 
	COURSE DURATION
	Spring Semester, March-July

	3. 
	ECTS CREDITS
	6

	4.
	DISTRIBUTION OF HOURS 
(lectures, seminars, lab-work, practical work, mid-term assessments, final exam, time spent on independent work, …)
	12 hours lectures
12 hours discussions/seminars
3 hours online lectures
3 hours online discussions/seminars
120 hours independent work
TOTAL of 150 hours



	5.
	INSTRUCTOR
	Professor Stephen Jones (sfjones@mtholyoke.edu)

	6.
	PREREQUISITES
	· First semester 4 required courses
· English language skills - reading and writing ability in English. 
· Regular attendance (one absence is permitted)
· Participation in class 
· Two mandatory meetings with instructor per semester
· Visit to National Parliamentary Library. Instruction on how to access materials
· Visit to National Archives with a focus on the materials of the First Republic

	7.
	INSTRUCTION METHODS
	· Lecture and discussion:
· Independent paper (15 pages) using primary sources and in consultation with instructor
· Online Lectures
· Visit to Archives, Libraries, Museums

Documents--such as internal government reports, letters, diaries and memoirs-- give the student a different understanding of history other than the one he or she will read in a textbook.  By investigating original sources, a student develops his/her investigative and analytical skills by looking at the multiple ways events are interpreted by different witnesses.  The student learns that history is not about facts and the truth, but about the way in which evidence is interpreted by researchers and scholars. By contrasting what they see in original sources with what they read in textbooks, students will learn about the subjectivity of history.  Reading and investigating primary sources also puts students in touch with “live” history in ways that textbooks often do not.  Students see the past as lived by real people.  

· Mid-term. It is important to review and absorb material as we progress in the course.  The mid-term is a tool to see how students understand the material. The focus will not be on facts, but on analysis, concepts, and argument based on what we have learned in the first half of the course

· Final Exam. The final exam will consist of three short essay questions, which deal with the themes and ideas we have discussed in class.

	8.
	AIMS OF THE COURSE  


	
The goals of this course are fourfold: 

· Theories of Revolution. The decline of empires and the nature of revolution. What were the patterns of change that preceded the political revolution of 1991 in Georgia?   How do these patterns fit into the more generalized global pattern of revolutions and their causes? 
· Transition. Analysis of the dramatic socio-economic, cultural and political changes in Georgia since independence. A close look at the way in which Georgian political culture, along with social relations, local government, employment, and education - the daily bread of political life - changed between 1991-2012
· Theoretical literature on transitions. In what ways can we relate theories of post-colonialism, nationalism, populism, and revolution to the changes in Georgia.  An analysis of social and political movements, and ideologies in Georgian politics.
· State and Nation Building. What policies have Georgian elites pursued to create legitimacy, a sense of nationhood, and a cohesive state?  To what degree can we call Georgia a democracy. How does the constitution relate to the practice of politics in Georgia today?
· The Economy. How does a communist economy become a capitalist one? How does the Georgian model (and the international model) of a neo-liberal economy interact with democratic development?  Where does Georgia fit into the global economy?
· Foreign Relations. How have Georgian external relations evolved over the last 25 years?  We will analyze Georgia’s foreign relations with Russia, Turkey, the EU, the US and NATO.  How can Georgia guarantee its national security?

	9.
	MAJOR TOPICS


	1. The  Decline of the Soviet State
2. The National Question in the USSR
3. The Rise of Georgian  nationalism
4. The battle for power in Georgia - 1985-1990
5. The Era of Zviad Gamsakhurdia - 1990-1992
6. The Return of Shevardnadze and the Struggle for Stability
7. The Wars of Secession: Abkhazia and South Ossetia
8. Constitution-Building: The Debate over the 1995 constitution
9. The Evolution of Parliamentary Politics: the Role of Parties
10. The Shevardnadze Era: Reform and Corruption
11. Between the West and Russia: the BTC Pipeline
12. The Role of the Church in Georgian Politics
13. Electoral Fraud, and the End of Shevardnadze’s Political System
14. The Rose Revolution 
15. Political and Economic Reform under Saakashvili
16. The 2008 War and Relations with Russia
17. The Ideology of  Saakashvili and the Authoritarian Cycle
18. The Rise of the Georgian Dream


	10.
	LEARNING OUTCOMES AND COMPETENCES
(GENERAL AND SUBJECT-SPECIFIC)


	The student will:

· Learn how to organize and write about complex historical issues
· Learn how to make oral presentations for an educated audience
· Be able to make an argument and defend it orally and on paper
· Learn about the history of modern Georgia from 1985-2012
· Learn how to use primary sources and use social science research methods
· Learn about Western scholars’ approaches to post-Soviet states
· Have competence in the concepts of revolution, nationalism, populism and theories of state and nation-building.


	11.
	ASSESSMENT AND GRADING
	· One Mid-Term examination (20%)
· One Final Exam (30%)
· Independent Research Paper using primary sources (30%)
· Class participation (20%)


Evaluation of Mid-term Exam (20 points)
Topical Analysis  - 10 points

8-10 points – The topic is thoroughly analyzed, well-organized, well written, and discussed in a broad context.
4-7 points – The topic is partially analyzed; the argument is only partially depicted or discussed in a broad context.
1-3 points – The topic is not analyzed; the text represents a simple restatement of information and the essence of the problem and its analysis in the broad context are missing.
0 points – The student did not write the exam

Subject Knowledge and Depth of Argumentative Discussion – 10 points

8-10 points – The student demonstrates a thorough knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/ research, etc.).  Arguments are valid, discourse is fully comprehensive, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are demonstrated.
4-7 points – The student satisfactorily demonstrates some knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are valid, discourse is somewhat comprehensive, and some skills for critical interpretation and analysis are demonstrated.
2-3 points – The student fails to demonstrate knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are missing, discourse is not satisfactory, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are poorly demonstrated.
0-1 points – The student fails entirely to demonstrate knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are missing, discourse is not valid, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are not demonstrated.

Evaluation of Final Exam (30 points)
Topical Analysis  - 15 points

11-15 points – The topic is thoroughly analyzed; the argument is clear i and discussed in a broad context.
6-10 points – The topic is partially analyzed; the argument is only partially depicted or discussed in a broad context.
1-5 points – The topic is not analyzed; the text represents a simple restatement of information and the essence of the problem and its analysis in the broad context are missing.
0 points – The student did not write the exam

Subject Knowledge and Depth of Argumentative Discussion – 15 points

11-15 points – The student demonstrates a thorough knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/ research, etc.).  Arguments are valid, discourse is fully comprehensive, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are demonstrated.
6-10 points – The student satisfactorily demonstrates some knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are valid, discourse is somewhat comprehensive, and some skills for critical interpretation and analysis are demonstrated.
1-5 points – The student fails to demonstrate knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are missing, discourse is not satisfactory, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are poorly demonstrated.
0 points – The student fails entirely to demonstrate knowledge of topic-related literature (articles/research, etc.).  Arguments are missing, discourse is not valid, and skills for critical interpretation and analysis are not demonstrated.

Evaluation of Independent Research Paper (30 points)

26-30 points – The paper begins with a thesis and a working hypothesis, which outlines the argument supporting the thesis.  The paper consists of an introduction, major part and conclusion properly broken into paragraphs; all the opinions in the essay are well-grounded; discourse is logical and consistent; arguments provided are backed with relevant literature; core issues are fully comprehended; there are no silly factual mistakes; the essay shows the independent thinking skill of the student and incorporates original research with primary sources; there are very few grammatical mistakes.
21-25 points – The paper is incomplete- one of the core parts is missing (introduction, major part, and conclusion). The thesis is inadequately articulated. There are not many paragraphs; not all the opinions are proved with arguments/ not sufficient arguments are provided; in several parts of the essay discourse is not logical or coherent; arguments are not based on the relevant literature; all the core issues of the subject are fully comprehended; there are no factual mistakes; the essay reveals not fully reveal the independent thinking skill; several grammar mistakes are traced.
16-20 points – One or more parts of the paper are incomplete (introduction, major body, conclusion); not sufficient paragraphs; not all the opinions backed with arguments/ not sufficient arguments are provided;  discourse in several parts of the essay are not logical or coherent;  arguments are not proved by relevant literature;  all the core ideas and issues of the subject are fully comprehended; there are several factual mistakes; the essay does not reveal the independent thinking skill of the student; there are several grammatical mistakes made.
11-15 points – One part of the paper is completely missing; paragraphs are not considered; opinions are mostly backed with arguments; discourse is mostly illogical, inconsistent; not all the arguments are backed with relevant literature; a student does not fully comprehend the essence of core issues; there are several factual mistakes made; the essay does not reveal the independent thinking skill; many grammatical mistakes are made.
1-10 points – One or more parts of the paper are missing. Paragraphs are not considered; opinions sometimes are not reasoned; discourse is mostly illogical and inconsistent; arguments are not mostly backed with relevant literature; student does not fully comprehend the essence of core issues of the topic; there are several factual mistakes made; the essay does not reveal independent thinking skill;   there are many grammatical mistakes made.
0 points – Student has not turned in a research project.


Evaluation of Class Participation (20 points)

17-20 points  - The student is always prepared for class; the required reading assignments are always read. The student actively participates in discussions, in analyzing the arguments of other students, and deliberates his/her ideas logically; validates his/her opinions with strong arguments and behaves respectfully. 
13-16 points – The student is usually prepared for class; the required reading assignments are often read. The student frequently participates in discussions, deliberates logically, validates his/her ideas with good arguments, and behaves respectfully.   
9-12 points – The student is sometimes prepared class. The required reading assignments are rarely read. The student reluctantly participates in discussions. The student’s deliberations are not always logical; he/she makes a minimal effort to validate his/her ideas with arguments, and behaves respectfully.   
5-8 points – The student is seldom prepared for class. The required reading assignments are not read. The student rarely participates in discussions. His/her deliberations are rarely logical, and he/she rarely validates his/her ideas with arguments.   
0-4 points – The student is never prepared for class. The student is completely oblivious to the reading assignments and does not participate in the discussions.



	12.
	TEACHING AND LEARNING MATERIALS, OTHER RESOURCES 

	The major texts for the course are:

1. Stephen Jones, Georgia: A Political History Since Independence (I.B.Tauris, 2015).
2. Thomas de Waal, The Caucasus, An Introduction, (Oxford University Press, 2010).
3. Stephen F. Jones (ed.) The Making of Modern Georgia, (1918-2012) (Routledge, 2014).
4. Bruno Coppietors and Robert Legvold (eds.) Statehood and Security: Georgia after the Rose Revolution, (The MIT Press, 2005).
5. James Kirchick, “Georgian Dream Shows Its Dark Side: Georgia's president-elect is putting the country in strong danger of losing its hard won democracy.” Foreign Policy, November 29, 2012, https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/11/29/georgian-dream-shows-its-dark-side/
6. Vicken Cheterian, “Georgia's Rose Revolution: Change or Repetition? Tension between State- Building and Modernization Projects,” Nationalities Papers, Vol. 36
7. Ronald Asmus, A Little War that Shook the World: Georgia, Russia, and the Future of the West, New York: Palgrave, 2010
8. Adam Roberts, T. Garton Ash, Thomas Davies (eds.) Civil resistance and Power Politics: The Experience of Non-Violent Action from Gandhi to the Present, Oxford: OUP, 2009
9. Stephen Jones (ed.), War and Revolution in the Caucasus: Georgia Ablaze, London: Routledge, 2010
10. Adam Hug (ed.), Traditional religion and political power: Examining the role of the church in Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine and Moldova, London: The Foreign Policy Centre (FPC), 2015
11. Mamuka Tsereteli, Economic and Energy Security: Connecting Europe and the Black Sea-Caspian Region, Silk Road Paper, March 2008, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, Silk Roads Program;
12. Ian Bremmer and Ray Taras (eds.) New States, New Politics: Building the Post-Soviet Nations, Cambridge (UK): CUP, 1997)
13. Georgia: Report Based on Research and dialogue with Political Parties, Center for Social Studies /International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Tbilisi, 2006
14. Irakli Areshidze, Democracy and Autocracy in Eurasia  (Michigan State Univ. Press, 2007)
15. R.Rudolph and D. Good, Nationalism and Empire: the Habsburg Empire and the Soviet Union, Minnesota, 1992
16. Helene Carrere d’Encausse The End of the Soviet Empire: the Triumph of the Nations, (trans. Franklin Philip), Basic Books, 1993

In addition, I will be providing articles and chapter readings in both English and Georgian from other sources, including Western peer reviewed journals, newspapers, extracts from Georgian monographs, and pima documents.



	13.
	COURSE SCHEDULE 

	Week I
The National Question in the USSR

Compulsory Literature:
1. Alexander Motyl, “From Imperial Decay to Imperial Collapse: the Fall of the Soviet Empire in Comparative Perspective,” in R.Rudolph and D. Good, Nationalism and Empire: the Habsburg Empire and the Soviet Union, Minnesota, 1992, pp.15-44
2. Chs. 1,4,8, in Helene Carrere d’Encausse The End of the Soviet 
               Empire: the Triumph of the Nations, (trans. Franklin Philip),  
               Basic Books, 1993, pp.3-13, 47-72, 144-170.

Week II
The Battle for Power Rise of Nationalism in Georgia

Compulsory Literature:

1. “Prelude to Revolution,” in Stephen Jones, Georgia: A Political History Since Independence (I.B.Tauris, 2015), pp.25-50.
2. Thomas De Waal, (Oxford Univ. Press, 2010) The Caucasus: An Introduction, Ch. 5, pp.131-166.


Week III
Zviad Gamsakhurdia and the Era of Populism

Compulsory Literature:

1. “Populism in Georgia: the Gamsakhurdia Phenomenon,” Stephen Jones, Georgia: A Political History Since Independence (I.B.Tauris, 2015), pp.51-74
First Mid-Term Handed Out

Week IV
The Return of Shevardnadze: the Struggle for Stability

Compulsory Literature:
1. “The Interregnum,” in Stephen Jones, Georgia: A Political History Since Independence (I.B.Tauris, 2015), pp. 75-104

Independent Research Paper Handed Out

Week V
The Wars of Secession: Abkhazia and South Ossetia

Compulsory Literature:

1. “Georgia Ethnic Diversity: A Challenge to State Building,” in Stephen Jones (ed.) The Making of Modern Georgia, 1918-2012, (Routledge, 2014) Ch. 6, pp. 119-140

Week VI
Constitution Building: The Debate over the 1995 Constitution

Compulsory Literature:
1. “Shevardnadze’s Constitutional Founding and the Rise of Zhvania’s Young Reformers,” in Irakli Areshidze, Democracy and Autocracy in Eurasia  (Michigan State Univ. Press, 2007) pp.33-50.

Week VII
The Evolution of Parliamentary Politics: the Role of Parties and Elections

Compulsory Literature:

Georgia: Report Based on Research and dialogue with Political Parties, Center for Social Studies /International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Tbilisi, 2006, pp. 6-12.


Week VIII
The Shevardnadze Era: Reform and Corruption

Compulsory Literature:

1. Stephen Jones, “Georgia: the trauma of statehood,” in  Ian Bremmer and Ray Taras (eds.) New States, New Politics: Building the Post-Soviet Nations, Cambridge (UK): CUP, 1997), pp.505-543; 
2. Alexandre Kupatadze “Corruption and Organized Crime in Georgia Before and After the Rose Revolution” in Stephen Jones (ed.), War and Revolution in the Caucasus: Georgia Ablaze, London: Routledge, 2010, pp.120-139. 


Week IX
Between the West and Russia: the BTC Pipeline

Compulsory Literature:
1. Mamuka Tsereteli, Economic and Energy Security: Connecting Europe and the Black Sea-Caspian Region, Silk Road Paper, March 2008, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, Silk Roads Program, pp.30-86.

Week X
The Role of the Church in Georgian Politics

Compulsory Literature:

1. Eka Chitanava,”The Georgian Orthodox Church: National identity and political influence,” in Adam Hug (ed.), Traditional religion and political power: Examining the role of the church in Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine and Moldova, London: The Foreign Policy Centre (FPC), 2015, pp.40-52

Week XI
Elections and Electoral Fraud

Compulsory Literature:
1. Stephen Jones, Georgia: A Political History Since Independence (I.B.Tauris, 2015),  pp.153-168

Week XII
The Rose Revolution and Political and Economic Reform Under Saakashvili

Compulsory Literature:
1. Stephen Jones, “Georgia’s Rose Revolution of 2003: Enforcing Peaceful Change” in Adam Roberts, T. Garton Ash, Thomas Davies (eds.) Civil resistance and Power Politics: The Experience of Non-Violent Action from Gandhi to the Present, Oxford: OUP, 2009, pp.317-334.
2. Lincoln Mitchell, “Compromising Democracy: state building in Saakashvili’s Georgia,” in Stephen Jones (ed.), War and Revolution in the Caucasus: Georgia Ablaze, London: Routledge, 2010, pp.79-91

Week XIII
The 2008 War and Relations with Russia

Compulsory Literature:

1. Ronald Asmus, A Little War that Shook the World: Georgia, Russia, and the Future of the West, New York: Palgrave, 2010, pp.1-86.

Week XIV
The Ideology of Saakashvili and the Authoritarian Cycle

Compulsory Literature:

1. Vicken Cheterian, “Georgia's Rose Revolution: Change or Repetition? Tension between State- Building and Modernization Projects,” Nationalities Papers, Vol. 36, No. 4, September 2008, pp.689-712 

Week XV
The Rise of the Georgian Dream

Compulsory Literature:

1. James Kirchick, “Georgian Dream Shows Its Dark Side: Georgia's president-elect is putting the country in strong danger of losing its hard won democracy.” Foreign Policy, November 29, 2012, https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/11/29/georgian-dream-shows-its-dark-side/

Week XVI

Final paper Submission deadline




Mark the competences developed by this course (Chek X in a corresponding cell)
	Knowledge and understanding
	Applying knowledge
	Making judgments
	Communication skills
	Learning skills
	Values

	x
	x
	X
	X
	x
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
